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Commander’s Message

Philip R. Dorsey, Commander, Department of Maryland

reetings: I hope this message finds you and your loved ones safe.

As part of our Legion Family, I pray for each of you and your health
during these difficult times.

While we are following Governor Hogan’s emergency declaration and
orders, prohibiting any gatherings in excess of 10 people and physical
distancing as recommended, this is not the time to be socially disconnected.
Many of our members, and perhaps even you, feel anxiety or sadness
from being separated from seeing friends, visiting your Post, or getting ¥
to see your loved ones. There is something we can do about it. Take a
few minutes and call a Buddy by reaching out to another veteran. Those
few minutes can make a world of difference, checking to see how they are doing or if they
are possibly needing a little help, and could make another veteran get through this Covid-19
pandemic and realize we are all in this together. This pandemic is not only affecting you but
our entire Legion family.

We have had to cancel many of our programs and needless to say, this will affect our youth,
veterans, and our communities. This has caused hardship on our entire Legion family with the
many programs, events, and services we provide.

We are down, but not out. Hopefully, we will be back with all of our programs and events
The American Legion has conducted and carried out during our past 100 years.

By the time you read this, Memorial Day will likely have passed. Hope our Posts had an
opportunity to place Flags on our veterans’ graves in remembrance of their sacrifice and
commitment they made for our Country so as they are never to be forgotten.

Our Post elections are coming up and there seems to be some confusion within Posts. Our
Department Adjutant sent to all Posts an article on procedures for your 2020 Post elections.
We held an on-line Conference meeting with our District and County Commanders along with
our Department Officers so that all officers understand the procedures for Post nominations and
elections for the 2020 election cycle. If you still have any questions regarding the elections,
please get in touch with your County Commander. If he is not available, contact your District
Commander for assistance.

Our Department will, if possible, hold a Department Executive Committee meeting August
16 — time and place to be announced. Also, we will hold our 102nd Department Convention
on Saturday, September 19, 2020; 9:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.; War Memorial Building; First DEC
meeting following for essential items of business only.

Before closing, we are a proud and strong Veterans Organization and with our Legion Family
working together, we will survive this pandemic and recover stronger than ever.

Please be careful. Stay healthy by staying home and taking the proper precautions until our
restrictions are lifted. Let’s pray we recover soon, get our Posts open and functioning so that
we may serve our Veterans and Community.

Thank you for your support. God bless America and our Troops.

Philip R. Dorsey
Department Commander
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National Commander
Coronavirus Updates

hroughout the COVID-19 emergency,

we have seen the amazing commitment
American Legion posts have toward their
communities. There are many outstanding
programs and activities conducted and
sponsored by posts that go unnoticed. That
is why I am a bit disappointed that only
27 percent of American Legion posts have
submitted their Consolidated Post Reports.
Humility is fine but posts should still spread
the word about their activities so they can
attract the attention of Congress, the media
and veterans searching for an organization
worth joining.

There is still time to submit your CPR.
The deadline is July 1. You can download
the form here or fill out and submit at www.
mylegion.org.

It is heartbreaking to see the horrific
damage that COVID-19 has inflicted upon
members of our Greatest Generation.
Even before the coronavirus existed, The
American Legion officially called for the
Department of Veterans Affairs to open
its doors to surviving U.S. World War 11
veterans. Delegates at our 2017 National
Convention unanimously passed Resolution
No. 3: WWII Veterans Hospital and Medical
Eligibility.

Bipartisan legislation introduced by
Sen. Bob Menendez, D-N.J., and Sen.
Kevin Cramer, R.-N.D., would accomplish
the mandate of our resolution. No means
test should be required for these elderly
veterans. In fact, they already passed the
most important “means test” of all on V.E.
Day and V.J. Day. Their service “means the
world would be saved.”

There is a new breed of veteran now and
The American Legion welcomes them with
open arms.

On December 20,
2019, President Trump
signed the National
Defense Authorization
Act of 2020. It includes
a provision establishing
the U.S. Space Force as
an Armed Force. This
meets the membership
criteria established in
The American Legion federal charter, which
is now open to those who “served in the
Armed Forces...any time after December
7,1941.

There is a lot of negative news this year,
most of it associated with the COVID-19
pandemic. The Space Force should be an
inspiration for all of us. Their mission
is needed in a world where our potential
adversaries have shown a willingness to
weaponize space. Moreover, the United
States has not added a new service branch
since the U.S. Air Force was created in
1947. For those currently serving in our U.S.
Space Force, you have a strong advocate in
The American Legion. Come join us today!

Bill Oxford
National Commander
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Reflections of an Adjutant

By Russell W. Myers, Jr.

y article this quarter usually focuses on the Department and

National Conventions scheduled for this summer. However
the 102nd Department Convention in Ocean City was cancelled,
and rescheduled for September 19, 2020, currently scheduled for
the War Memorial Building. The cutoff for delegate strength for the
convention will be on July 1st, so all membership must be entered
by June 30th to qualify.

The delegate registration packets will be sent out to the Post
Adjutants shortly after the cutoff, and the delegate fees will be set at
$5.00 due to reduced convention expenses. The registration must be
returned by August 29th to avoid an additional $5.00 late fee being
charged per delegate. With nearly two months to return the registration
it is hoped that we will not have any Post be charged late fees this year.

It is planned that the convention will only address critical or required items of business
for sake of time, but the delegates are not restricted from taking up any item, unless
restricted by their own rules.

We are also planning for alternative means to hold the Convention via remote sites
connected together with a main site to minimize the size at each gathering. The plans
include methods of roll call voting at remote sites, and appointment of site captains to
lead the various aspects at these locations. This is definitely a different year, and we will
all grow with the challenges put in our paths. There will be caucuses in the Districts,
and elections at the Department Convention as required by our Department Constitution.

Post elections must be completed at least 20 days before the opening of the Department
Convention. This year that means they must be completed by August 30th.

The National Convention for this year has been cancelled, and the next National
Convention will take place in Phoenix, AZ in August 2021.

The Department Executive Committee meeting in August may have to be conducted
using alternative methods as well, and could serve as a test of the remote site concept for
the Department Convention.

Unfortunately most, if not all, our American Legion programs have been cancelled for
the spring and summer, and the fall will add challenges to the execution of these programs.
Please abide by acceptable protocols, and conduct service and programs as best as possible.

These changes are obviously in response to the SARS-CoV2 impacts on our communities.
These impacts are real and have made serious cutbacks at Posts necessary as revenue
streams are reduced or eliminated, and gatherings are severely limited for the near future.
Our Posts have been working hard to remain relevant and provide community service
even in these difficult times with limited resources. Planning at the Posts is underway
for the future, and reopening in a phased, and safe, manner. Many of the other articles
addressed this topic, so I will echo their words to highlight the importance of the impacts
to our Posts and members. Stay safe and forever keep our mission of service as the driving
force of our organization.

In closing, I pass along well wishes from myself, and my children, for a happy
Independence Day celebration and a safe summer season. Danielle will graduate in
December with her second degree, this time in nursing, and J.E.B. Stuart has graduated
from McDaniel College, like many students without a traditional commencement ceremony,
and now begins his search for work in this difficult time.

I want to thank everyone for the continued service to our communities, State, and
nation. Let us all vow to keep those currently serving, our fellow Veterans struggling
with issues, and the families that make such great sacrifices in our thoughts and prayers
every day of the year.

Russell W. Myers, Jr.
Department Adjutant

1st Vice Commander

By Will Trotter

ince Mid-March, we have managed to increase

our membership by just less than 2%. TWO
Percent! [1.649% to be exact]! Of course, we
have reached that time of year when we usually
are dealing with the stragglers (Why didn’t they
pay their dues last August?), add to that the health
situation, quarantine, lock-downs, cancelled
activities and the malaise that goes with it. This is
unprecedented. And, I don’t have a magic answer.
I'would gently encourage those posts that are very
close to 95%:; or even those ever so close to 100%,
to reach out in the name of honor, pride, esteem
and self-respect. Evaluate why they have not paid
their dues yet. The Mission requires Members.
‘We have been given the extra time, let’s hope that
helps. Our 100% target date is now June 17. It
had been the 13th of May which became the 95%
goal date. You could pay for those that might be
hurting. Many posts already pay for those that
are up in years. Congratulations to those posts
having already made 95% and even 100%. AND
greater than 100% for quite a few more (29, as
of this writing. See the weekly report)! Several
others are on the brink and may now be there. Our
problem are the posts who are not there, many
stuck in the low 90’s or even the 80’s.

Now’s the time to get members involved in the
things that you can do. Many are utilizing the time
to do Post Home maintenance chores, repairs and
painting. Posts and Districts have held on-line
meetings utilizing “Zoom,” or similar platforms.
Members can do shopping or errands for those
that cannot. Don’t forget Community Service. As
an example, here in Damascus, we shall continue
our annual presentation of School Awards and we
are assisting our closed schools in novel ways to
do it. Continue to do “Buddy Checks” and call
again if it has been several weeks. Share your
activities and ideas. Post 47 in Havre de Grace
has received National recognition for its food
pantry. Other Posts have been assisting their
local food banks with distribution and storage.

Let’s all get credit for what
we are doing — and have
done — by completing
the Consolidated Post
Report for the past year.
Recognize your members |
and posts by completing |
the Convention Award
nominations. Read up
on the material Russell
has sent out on the Reorg,
Post Elections, and all
you need to be doing to get ready. Get ready for
your elections. As the Department Convention
has been postponed to September 19, Post
Elections should be completed by August 30. The
Certificate of Elections should then be completed
right away.

As you read this, your county may have given
you the OK to open your Post Home on a limited
basis, following the established guidelines.
Be sure that you understand and follow those
guidelines. This is all new territory. In some
cases, we may just have to “make it up as we go
along.”

Now, I would like to take this opportunity and
thank everyone for their efforts this year. All
of us feel blessed to work with a great group of
Legionnaires. As we move forward, the plan is for
the current cadre of Department Officers to remain
in place for another year. The National Officers
to include National Commander Bill Oxford of
North Carolina will continue for another year until
our Phoenix Convention in August 2021. We will
have an election at our September Convention but
the announced slate of Department officers will
all be the incumbents.

Now, lets finish the current Legion Year strong as
we press on to 2021!!

Will Trotter

Department 1st Vice Commander
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2nd Vice Commander

By Ronald L.Holcombe

reetings: In the past few weeks, there has

been a significant disruption in our lives
that has everyone staying home, wearing face
masks, rubber gloves, washing hands, staying
6 feet away from each other and not being sure
about how long this Global Pandemic Virus
COVID-19 will continue to affect people and
take lives.

I’m praying that by the time you receive this
issue of the Free State Warrior, the medical
scientists will have developed a vaccine or come
to a formal resolution to control the COVID-19
Virus so that we can return to our normal lives.

I want to take this opportunity to thank the
essential workers: First Responders. Health Care
Workers, Law Enforcement, Fire Department,
National Guard, and Members of The American
Legion helping families with food and assistance
to survive through these critical,, uncertain times.

Now that most of us are working from home
until Governor Hogan lifts the restrictions, it’s
been difficult for the Post Commanders, their
Officers and Committees to meet and conduct
Post business as a group. I'm hopeful that the
Post Adjutants are continuing to visit the Post
to pick up the mail and communicating with the
membership with updates and making Buddy
Check calls.

End of The Year Post Reports Packets has
been mailed out to all the Posts. If your Post
hasn’t received the Packet, contact Department
Headquarters (410-752-1405). Remember our
goal this year is 100% returns of the Consolidated
Post Reports and Narrative Forms NO LATER
THAN MAY 31,2020. Once the Post Adjutant
has received the Packet, start filling out the
Consolidated Post Report and Narrative Forms
and return the Packet back to the Department
Headquarters. You can also go on the National
American Legion website (mylegion.org) search
for Consolidated Post Reports to complete and
a copy will automatically be forwarded to the
Department Headquarters. Narrative Forms
must be returned by way of U.S. Postal Service.

Once the Department Headquarters has
received the Consolidated Post Report and
Narrative Forms they will be post marked and
a copy will be distributed to the appropriate
Department Committee Chairpersons for the
purpose of being judged for awards that will be
presented to the Winning Post at the Department
Convention.

In the past several years, Department of
Maryland hasn’t reached the 100% goal in
submitting the Consolidated Post Reports.

Below is a list of some of the problems that
I have found:

* Posthasn’t participated in any of The American
Legion National or Department Programs.

* Post hasn’t raised funds
to donate to The American
Legion Programs.

*ePost hasn’t recorded
their volunteer hours
or Community Service
Programs.

*Post hasn’t formed any
committees.

* Post hasn’t Elected Officers to manage the
Post records.

* Post Adjutant has forgotten to fill out the
Consolidated Post Report and Narrative
Forms.

* Post Adjutant feels like the end of the year
Post Reports aren’t mandatory to fill out and
submit to the Department Headquarters in a
timely submission matter.

e Post Adjutant hasn’t taken advantage of the
National Online process of completing the
Consolidated Post Repost.

*Post Adjutant isn’t communicating
electronically.

¢ Post Adjutant has accepted the position with
no training.

POST, AREA/COUNTY, DISTRICT

ELECTIONS and DELEGATES

REGISTRATION:

Election Certification and Delegates
Registration Forms are due twenty (20) days
prior to Department Convention, September
19,2020.

I want take this opportunity to thank the
Posts, Areas/Counties, Districts for your support
throughout the year. I have enjoyed my journey
attending Meetings, Events and Community
Programs across this Great State of Maryland
that has served veterans and their families in
need. I’'m looking forward to working with the
Department Officers and the Posts in the year
2020-21.1 know that we can have a better year
with the membership Retention, Recruitment
and Revolutionize with a little more dedication
and hard work and effort of working together
as a team. It makes it easier to accomplish our
agenda throughout the year. Remember to
recognize: Armed Forces Day, National Poppy
Day, Memorial Day, D-Day, Flag Day, U.S
Army 244th Birthday, Father’s Day and U.S
Coast Guard 229th Birthday. Remember, if
everyone were to recruit one new member, it
would extend the life of this great organization
known all over the world as The American
Legion.

God Bless You and Stay Safe throughout these
critical and uncertain times.

Ronald L. Holcombe
Department 2nd Vice Commander

3rd Vice Commander

By Ruth A. Higgins

want to thank everyone for their hospitality

during my past visits. While we’re living
in unprecedented times, I’ve been making
“Buddy Checks”. I’ve been impressed with
what all the posts are doing during this down
time. Most are doing maintenance work to
spruce up their buildings & clean, making
Buddy Checks on their members, some are
giving away free meals & some are hosting
food pantries. So many are continuing to serve
our fellow veterans in many ways & I thank
you for that.

While I’ve been unable to physically visit
posts, I have been attending teleconferences
with Internal Affairs, Constitution & Bylaws
committee, Department Officer’s meetings
& of course making Buddy Checks to each
District Commander, 1st Vice Commander,
DEC members, County Commanders & Posts
Commanders for the entire SESD & NESD
as well as others. Many of the older members
were happy to have someone to talk with &
were just glad to know someone cared enough
to call & check on them, I’ve even picked
up a few ideas I plan to use for recruiting &
retaining membership. Teleconferencing is

new to me but it’s been
very useful to keep us
all connected. I'm even
learning how to hold a
zoom meeting.

While many events
have been cancelled, if
you have an event you
want to have entered on H& i
the Department Calendar, please email them
to me at: ruthhigginsO1@comcast.net so I can
get it on the Department Calendar. I thank you
for your patience while so many dates & events
have changed.

I appreciate all the support you’ve shown
me as Department 3rd Vice Commander this
past year. I’ll be running for Department 3rd
Vice Commander again this year, so I would
appreciate your continued support.

As always, please remember to “Preserve”
our memories, “Protect” our benefits &
“Promote” The American Legion, its programs
& youth.

Ruth A. Higgins
Department 3rd Vice Commander

NEC Report

Patricia McCo

Let me start out by saying I hope 2020
gets over quickly. This has been a
very unusual year so far. Our National
Commander sends greetings to each of you
and he is continuing to work on the issues
that are a concern to our great organization.

Our organization and our Posts have been
shut down but we continue to do the work that
we are meant to do. We continue to support
our Veterans, our Children in any way we can,
by preparing food for our shut-ins, making
masks and delivering them to VA Hospitals
and our Veterans’ homes. This is who we are.

The American Legion Family is staying
strong and staying in touch with each other
as we should. We continue to stay strong
and continue to believe in our mission.

I hope that the information that our
Department Adjutant has been sending has

National Executive Committewoman

been helpful on how to handle
your Post Elections and so
forth. Please don’t forget to '§ -
get your Consolidated reports R
in; this information is very -
important. The last reportk Ny o
I received from National, wsg'l
Maryland was only at 13%.

Remember to stay strong, remember
who we are and what we do. We are family.
God bless each of you and above all God
bless America and The American Legion.

Yours in Legion Service,

Patricia McCoy NEC
The American Legion
Department of Maryland

BIBLE FOUND IN WEST OCEAN CITY

On May 13th a 77 X 9” Bible Box with a Bible in it was found outside of Dunkin Donuts in
West Ocean City. Inside the box is a label stating the Bible was present by American Legion
Post #183 of Parkville, Maryland. This program has been discontinued for many years and they

do not know who it was presented to.

If the person who lost this Bible and Bible Box will contact WL “Sarge” Garlitz at
443-735-1942 or email firstsgt]166@msn.com to make arrangements for it to be returned.
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CALL FOR THE 102"° ANNUAL CONVENTION THE

The One-Hundred-Second Annual Convention of The American Legion, Department of

Maryland, Inc., is hereby called, and in conformity with the action of the Department Executive

Committee, will be held in Baltimore, Maryland, Saturday September 19, 2020.

PURPOSE
The Convention is called for the purpose
of electing officers for the ensuing year,
hearing and considering resolutions, and
for the transaction of such other business as
may be deemed necessary to come before the
Convention.

REPRESENTATION
The Department Convention shall be
comprised of representatives from each Post
who shall be members in good standing of
the Post by which they are elected, and all
Past Department Commanders while in good
standing in their respective Posts. Each Post
having 15 members in good standing shall be
entitled to two Delegates. Each Post having 26
members in good standing shall be entitled to
three Delegates and to an additional Delegate
for each additional fifty members after the
first twenty-six. Each Post shall be entitled to
an Alternate for each Delegate. Membership
strength of the Post, for determining Delegate
strength, shall be computed as of paid-up
membership in Department Headquarters
at the close of business on June 30th. All
District Commanders, all Department and
all National Officers listed in ARTICLE VI,
Section 1 of the Department Constitution in
the year in which they serve (excluding the
Department Adjutant if serving as an employee
of the Department), and all Past Department
Commanders, shall be Delegates-at-large to
Department Convention, with right to vote
thereat, to be exercised by them with their
respective Posts. Every Post shall file the name
and number of the Delegates and Alternates
to the Department Convention at least twenty
days prior to the convening of the Convention,
(no later than August 29, 2020 this year), and
at the same time pay the registration fee of
$5.00* for each and every Delegate, in the case
of an Alternate taking the place of a Delegate
such Alternate shall be required to pay the
registration fee of $5.00* which shall be done
when the substitution takes place or sooner;
unless and until such registration fees of the
Delegates have been paid, the Delegation is
disqualified to act for any purpose, and no
individual Delegate will be allowed to vote,
provided, however, that the mere non-payment
of registration shall not deprive a Delegate

otherwise duly qualified, of the right to vote in
any District Caucus, on any matter (including
election of officers) which thereafter is subject
to ratification by the Department Convention.
Post Commanders are urgently requested to
have at least one member of their Delegation
on the Convention floor at all times. *Cost
of 2020 Delegates will be $10.00 on or after
August 30, 2020 this fee shall be considered
by the DEC Meeting on August 16, 2020.

VOTING

ARTICLE V, Section 3 (a) On all matters of
business except the election of Department
Officers, members of the Department
Executive Committee and Delegates and
Alternates to the National Convention, and
except amendments to this Constitution or
the By-Laws, voting shall be by voice, and
the decision of the chair thereon shall be final
unless a vote by roll call be demanded; and
upon demand of any person having proper
voice such other manner of voting shall be
employed.

(b) The election of all Department Officers,
and National Officers, shall be by roll call
except where, in the case of individual
offices, the necessity of a roll call is
dispensed with by unanimous consent.

(c) The election of members of the Department
Executive Committee and Delegates and
Alternates to the National Convention shall
be in accordance with such rule as adopted
by the Caucus in and for the District
from which such members, delegates and
alternates are elected, but in no case shall
any such rule prevent the nomination of
any member from the floor of such Caucus
by any person having proper voice thereat.
Voting at Caucuses shall conform to the
provisions of Subsection (d) hereof.

(d) In all voting, the vote of each Post shall
be equal to the total number of delegates
to which such Post may be entitled. Each
delegate shall be entitled to one vote. The
vote of any delegate who may be absent
shall be cast by the delegate’s alternate and
the vote of any delegate absent and not
represented by an alternate shall be cast
by the majority of the present delegates
from the member’s post. An alternate
whose delegate is present may nevertheless

move into the place of an absent alternate
whose delegate also is absent, and there
by acquire the right to vote provided
he/she is the senior alternate present at
the time. Alternates shall have all the
privileges of delegates, but may only vote
as herein set forth; provided the alternate’s
registration fee is paid. At the conclusion
of all roll call voting, for each individual
election required to be conducted by the
Department Convention, the Department
Officer conducting such elections shall
ask if any Post desires to amend or change
its vote; or ask does any Post, which has
not cast its vote during the roll call vote,
now wish to cast its vote. No Post shall
be allowed to pass more than one time.
After the Department Officer conducting
the election has made the aforesaid
announcement and taken due note of all
change in voting and has recorded the vote
of any Post which originally passed, then
the conducting officer shall announce that
the voting is closed and direct that the tally
be taken, and the results announced.

(e) All Past Department Commanders, while
in good standing in their respective Posts,
shall be delegates for life to all Department
Conventions with voice and vote, to be
exercised by them with their respective
Posts and to all District Caucuses at
which any election provided for in this
Constitution shall be held, and at which
their respective Posts may be entitled to
vote. The failure of such Post to properly
register its delegation shall not deprive
such Past Department Commander of their
right to vote, provided the Past Department
Commander is properly registered as a
delegate.

(f) All Department Officers as set forth
in Article VI of this Constitution and
National Officers of this Department
shall be Delegates-at-large to Department
Conventions, with the right to vote thereat,
in the year in which they serve, to be
exercised by them with their respective
Posts; provided, however, that nothing
contained herein shall give to any of such
persons the right to more than one vote.

ELECTION
The following Officers are to be elected.
A majority of the authorized vote of the
Convention shall elect: (Per ARTICLE V,
Department Convention

Section 4) (a) The Department Convention
shall elect a Department Commander,
a Department First Vice-Commander, a
Department Second-Vice Commander,
a Department Third Vice-Commander, a
Department Judge Advocate, and a Department
Treasurer, for the term of one year. A National
Executive Committeeman and an Alternate
National Executive Committeeman and
such other officers as may be authorized by
the Department Convention for such terms
appointed by the Department Convention.

Section 4 (b) The Officers listed in Section 4
(a) to be elected by the Department Convention
shall be nominated and elected for office in the
following order and sequence and for the term
of office described in Section 4 (a):

1. An Alternate National Executive Committeeman — 1 Year.
2. A National Executive Committeeman — | Year.

3. A Department Treasurer — | Year.

4. A Department Judge Advocate - | Year.

5. A Department Third Vice-Commander — 1 Year.

6. A Department Second Vice-Commander — 1 Year.

7. A Department First Vice-Commander — | Year.

8. A Department Commander — 1 Year

DISTRICT CAUCUSES

(ARTICLE V, Sections 7-8-9-10)

A caucus shall be held by each District during,
or not more than twenty days prior to, the
convening of each Department Convention,
at which caucus the election of the District
Commander, District Vice Commanders,
County/Area Commanders, such Department
Executive Committee members, and Delegates
and Alternates to the National Convention
of The American Legion to which such
District may be entitled by this Constitution
shall be held. It shall be the responsibility
of the District Commander in and for each
District to see that at least fifteen days prior
notice of any District Caucus convened for
the above purposes shall be given by mail to
the Commander of each Post in the District,
and no such Caucus shall be deemed legally
convened in the absence of such notice;
provided, however, that any District may
caucus at any Department Convention upon
three hours notice by announcement from the
Rostrum, and all the purposes of this section
may thereafter be fulfilled just as though prior
written notice had been given. The action of
such District Caucus as to the election of any
of the officials named in this section shall
not be final until ratified by the Department
Convention.



Summer 2020

FREE STATE WARRIOR

AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND, INC.

Section 8. A quorum shall exist at a
Department Convention or at a District Caucus
when one third of the Posts in the Department
or District, as the case may be, are represented
by duly elected Delegates or Alternates.

Note: As the National Convention for 2020
was cancelled, the selection of delegates to the
National Convention is unnecessary this year.

Section 9. Each District in Caucus not
more than twenty days prior to the convening
of the Department Convention shall elect
one delegate and one alternate delegate
to the National Convention, this delegate
and alternate delegate is to represent the
first thousand members of their respective
District; there shall also be elected a delegate
and alternate delegate for each succeeding
thousand members. The five Department
Delegates shall consist of the Department
Commander, the Department Commander
for the immediate prior year, the Department
Adjutant, the Alternate National Executive
Committeeman and the Department First
Vice-Commander who hold office at the
convening of the next succeeding National
Convention. The alternates for these delegates
shall be appointed by the Department
Commander. Any additional delegates and
alternate delegates are to be elected by the
District with the highest percentage of their
previous year’s membership as of the day
that determines the Department Convention
membership strength for the District.

Section 10. Each District in Caucus not
more than twenty days prior to the convening
of the Department Convention shall elect one
representative to the Department Executive
Committee for each unit of 500 members or
major fraction thereof in the said District.
The membership strength of said District for
this purpose shall be computed as paid up
membership in the Department Headquarters
at the close of business on the 35th day
prior to the convening of the Department
Convention or as of July 1st, in each year,
which ever date shall first occur. In the event
any District shall have less than its first and
only unit of 500 members, it shall nevertheless
be entitled to elect one representative to the
Department Executive Committee. In the
event that there are an equal number or more
members representing the District, than there
are counties or areas within that District, then
there must be at least one representative from
each County or Area elected to the Department
Executive Committee, if the County or Area

requests such representative.

The District shall submit the names of
all elected as above for ratification to the
Department Convention such ratification
constituting election. At such Caucus each Post
shall be entitled to the same number of votes
as for the Department Convention. No District
Caucus for the purpose of such election shall
be convened sooner than August 30, 2020.

MEETINGS

The opening Session will begin at 9:00am,
Saturday September 19, 2020. The business
sessions of The American Legion, Department
of Maryland, will be held in the Convention
Hall (The War Memorial Building, Great
Hall, Second Floor) and will start promptly
at 9:00 AM.

Business sessions of The American Legion
Auxiliary will be held Sunday September
20, 2020 at the Convention Hall (The War
Memorial Building, Great Hall, Second Floor,
Baltimore, MD).

A quorum shall exist at the Department
Convention when one-third of the Posts in the
Department are represented by a duly elected
Delegate or Alternate.

CREDENTIALS CERTIFICATES

For Credentials Certificates for Delegates and
Alternates. A check made out to The American
Legion, Department of Maryland, at $5.00*
per Delegate, and MUST accompany the
Credentials Certificate. All Constitutional
Delegates (ART. VI) and Past Department
Commanders must also pay the $5.00%*
Delegate Fee or they can not vote. It is
extremely important that the certificates
be forwarded to Department Headquarters
to arrive not later than August 29, 2020 to
avoid late fees. County Commanders should
personally check each Post under their
supervision to see that the above is complied
with. All Post Adjutants are charged with the
responsibility of returning the Credentials
Certificates to us at the earliest possible
moment. *$10.00 on or after August 20,
2020. (this fee shall be considered by the DEC
Meeting on August 16, 2020).

AMENDMENTS
Amendments to the Department Constitution
and By Laws must be submitted in typewritten
form to Department Headquarters by August
7,2020 in time for the Department Adjutant to
forward copies to each Post in the Department
at least 30 days prior to the convening
of the Convention. These amendments

require a two-thirds majority of votes of the
representation at the Convention. However,
the Constitution may be amended without
notice by unanimous vote at any Department
Convention. (ARTICLE XIII, Section 1).

RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions shall be submitted typewritten,
in triplicate, to the Resolutions Committee
at the Convention, or prior to August 7,
2020 to Department Headquarters. By order
of the Department Executive Committee,
each resolution MUST have supporting
documents and authority attached to each
copy. Resolutions submitted to Department
Headquarters prior to August 7, 2020 will
receive preferred attention. Those submitted
after that date will be considered only if the
Convention Resolution Committee considers
them to be of paramount importance to the
Legion.

SPECIAL NOTICE
The thirty-fourth Annual Department
Convention, 1952, unanimously resolved no
one should be allowed on the main portion of
the Convention floor on election day except
Officers, Delegates, Alternates and working
press. (Ref: Resolution #13)

POST OFFICERS
ARTICLE VIII, Sec. 6 of the Department
Constitution states, “All Post Officers for the
ensuing year shall be elected at least twenty
days prior to the opening of the Department
Convention and they shall assume their
duties as such within twenty days after the
closing date of the Department Convention.”
YOU MAY HOLD YOUR INSTALLATION
PARTY ANY TIME YOU WISH; YOUR
POST OFFICERS MUST TAKE OFFICE
DURING THE TIME ABOVE STATED. THE
DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
HAS REQUESTED THAT EACH POST FILE
A COPY OF MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY
DOCUMENTS FOR EACH POST
COMMANDER AND ADJUTANT WITH
DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS. THE
DOCUMENTS WILLNOT BE RETURNED
BUT RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT FILES.

REPORTS
1. You are urged to promptly file your
Certificate of Elections of Post Officers which
MUST be signed by both the Post Commander
and Adjutant. The Certificate on the bottom
of this form means exactly what it says. You
MUST EXAMINE the service record of each

of your Post Officers to certify their eligibility.
2. Consolidated Post Report Form should be
filed promptly.

3. All other Report Forms. If you have lost or
misplaced any of these report forms, send an
e-mail or call Department Headquarters and
ask for a duplicate.

REGISTRATION

Registration by Post Adjutants or designated
representatives shall be allowed at the
Department Headquarters from September
14-18, 2020 from 9am-3pm daily. The final
Registration Desk shall be in the Department
Headquarters Offices on Saturday September
19,2020 from 7am-10am to allow for same day
registrations and pickups. The first credentials
report shall be read at 10am on September 19,
2020 to allow for voting on matters to begin
promptly after the establishment of a quorum.

APOST COMMANDER OR ADJUTANT
MAY PICK UPTHEIR POST DELEGATION
REGISTRATION PACKET. ANY OTHER
DELEGATE PICKING UP THE POST
DELEGATION PACKET MUST PRESENT
A WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION FROM
THE POST COMMANDER OR ADJUTANT
LISTING THEM AS THE AUTHORIZED
DELEGATE TO SIGN FOR THE PACKET.
ALL DELEGATES MUST BE PAID.

ARTICLE IX, Section 2 of the Department
Constitution provides that the amount of
annual Department dues shall be determined
by the Department Convention. Consequently,
we hereby notify you that dues will be set
and voted upon as usual by the Department
Convention.

SPECIAL NOTE ON SARS-cov2: The
planning for the Department Convention
may require additional safety precautions to
ensure a safe environment for our delegates.
The Department Convention Corporation
shall continue to monitor the situation and
plan for the counter-measures required.
More communications on the required safety
measures shall be communicated in the future.

Russell W. Myers Jr.
Department Adjutant

Philip R. Dorsey
Department Commander



FREE STATE WARRIOR

Summer 2020

:n\ *, € ¥
iy \\\\!f'/ /’/
*\\ \\\ ,/ *

'--.__\__; INSI:lREo ~ ’:i
W em—

"~ Palr =
=g Purpoe

o) WIN.
ANCEsT RENCE-
Eﬁvi\‘-{‘ﬂro MAKE A DIFFE

ONE GRE

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

ACT FAST FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!

BE A HERO AND WIN BIG.

Your American Legion, Department of Maryland
2020 Patriotism & Purpose Sweepstakes Tickets will arrive soon.

10 chances to win.
One chance to make a difference.

This summer, The American Legion will be front and center as part of our national recovery. Celebrating America and the principles of The American Legion has never been
more important as it is now, as we reconnect with those Veterans, families and communities that desperately need us.

That’s why the Patriotism & Purpose Sweepstakes that you are about to receive is so important. It’s a great way to show your support for the Department of Maryland as we

assist those at greatest risk in our Legion Family and inspire the communities we live in across Maryland.

The requests for help from those across Maryland have never been louder. Your

and get them the help they need, re-start our programs that inspire youth across the state, and recover from the losses suffered during the pandemic.

... And who knows? Maybe you will be the lucky winner of our grand prize of $5,000 or one of our other 10 prizes!

Need Help? We are here for you.

We know some of our members have been hit hard by the Coronavirus. If you can’t participate in the Patriotism & Purpose Sweepstakes, we understand.

Because all Sweepstakes proceeds stay here in our state, they
If you need help, email

Sometimes Sweepstakes tickets get lost in the mail or accidentally discarded.

We will try to get it fixed and get a new packet to you.
We know Sweepstakes aren’t for everyone. If you still want to support the Department initiatives to identify and serve at-risk Veterans and families, help Posts get up and
running again, and ensure our patriotic youth programs will deliver the principles of The American Legion to our communities, you can still help.

support through the Patriotism & Purpose Sweepstakes will help us identify at-risk Veterans

are meant to support those in our Legion family who most need our help.
us and let us know so we can help.

If you want to participate, but didn’t receive your tickets by July 2nd, please let us know.

Together, we honor our Veterans and our Legion Family.
The American Legion, Department of Maryland continues to be the beacon of hope for all who depend on us.
Your gift to the Patriotism & Purpose Sweepstakes truly changes lives.

Thank you for supporting the programs that reduce Veteran suicides and substance abuse, expand services that heal our

Veterans and their families, and inspire young Americans to love and honor our flag and country.
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LIT Veterans Financial Preparedness Report 2019
v hare 6 fon insiahts for financial :

1,507 U.S. military veterans recently offered their best advice for active-duty servicemembers
and veteran families regarding personal financial decisions. The survey was conducted for the
newly released Veterans Financial Preparedness Report 2019, prepared by the Legionnaire
Insurance Trust for the departments of The American Legion in celebration of the Legion’s
100th anniversary.

A mantra of saving

The overwhelmingly most common advice veterans shared was, “Save, save, save!” The
importance of saving to financial health and preparedness can’t be underscored enough, but
what does this mean in the context of veterans’ daily lives? Many veterans gave insights in
their top advice.

Start saving from Day One, paying yourself first.

Veterans who start saving early are more likely to be in a strong financial position, according to
the Veterans Financial Preparedness Report 2019. In fact, the report found that 60% of veterans
who say they are ahead in their financial plans for retirement started saving immediately after
high school or within the first 2 years of joining the military.

In their advice, these veterans comment that it’s not always easy to save, but it is well worth
it in the long run:
“Start when it’s still uncomfortable—you won’t regret it later.”
“If you wait, chances are you’ll wait too long.”
“Even $10 [could] be worth hundreds by the time you retire because of compounding.”
“You will always feel you are not making enough. Do not let that keep you from saving.”
“Pay yourself first.”
“Focus on saving as much as possible with each check—almost like it’s a car payment or a
requirement.”

Save as much as possible.
The more you can save, especially early on, the better financially prepared you will be. That
can mean making sacrifices to ensure you’re saving enough.

“Beginning today, start putting money aside for your retirement years, and have it reviewed
at least once per year. As your monthly paycheck goes up, so should your contributions to
your own retirement.”

“Save until it hurts. Be soldier-minded in regards to how you save—be minimalists like a
soldier. Then afterward, you’ve achieved a seemingly impossible number.”

“Start your Thrift Saving Plan (TSP) immediately, and put the maximum amount you can in.”

“If you have a 401k, match what the company vests.”

Don’t spend money on things you don’t need.
Veterans emphasize the importance of discipline in spending. Prioritizing your true needs and
savings over things you would like to have is a key part of that.
“Evaluate need versus want when buying expensive items.”
“Save every penny you can. Material things are not important. Expensive cars, clothes and
other things are not important. Saving for your future is important!”
“Don’t get into debt. There’s a big difference between want and need. The mistakes you make
financially will follow you for decades.”

Live within your means, avoiding debt.

In addition to having enough money for retirement, veterans’ top financial concerns included
more immediate financial needs, such as meeting financial obligations each month and paying
off debt, according to the Legionnaire Insurance Trust report.

Veterans offered a number of recommendations for tackling these concerns, including:
“Follow the rule that unless it’s an emergency, if you can’t pay cash, then you can’t buy it.”
“Set a budget and communicate with your spouse. Talk about money —don’t ignore it.”

“If you don’t have a way to pay for something, don’t buy it (discipline).”
“No matter how much money you make, still make it a point to make that amount stretch as
much as you can paycheck to paycheck.”

Start planning for retirement early.
Looking ahead and working from a concrete financial plan unique to your circumstances and
goals is another key piece of advice from veterans.

“Don’t wait to start planning for the future. The earlier you start saving and thinking ahead,
the better prepared you’ll be.”

“Write down your financial goals: short-term, medium-term and long-term.”

“Stick to your plans and goals.”

“Talk to other members and advisors about retirement early.”

Educate yourself.
Akey component to successfully planning and saving that many veterans highlighted is making
sure to build your knowledge of personal financial issues. The report found a strong tie between
financial preparedness and knowledge: 91% of veterans who are ahead of schedule for retirement
consider themselves knowledgeable about personal finances, while 75% of veterans who are
behind say they are not knowledgeable.
“Use any and every opportunity and resource you can access or utilize.”
“Do your homework, and research every decision you make so you know exactly what you’re
getting into.”
“Listen to and learn from every military pension presentation. So much value is given that I
learned from them and continue to use what I learned.”
“Take advantage of classes that will prepare you financially for your time in the service and
for when you are discharged. Learn about organizations that can help current and former
military persons.”

Discover more insights from veterans

The Veterans Financial Preparedness Report 2019 additional advice from the 1,507 veteran
respondents as well as insights from a Certified Financial Planner™ with 16 years of military
service, including three deployments. The report includes key findings about veterans’ financial
situations and shares 5 attributes of veterans who are financially prepared.

The free report is available to all veterans and their supporters at www.TheL.IT.com.

New Product Announcement from
Your Legionnaire Insurance Trust

The LIT is pleased to announce the availability of new insurance products
designed to help serve the needs of Department members. They are accessible
on www.theLIT.com.

We now are able to offer:

HEALTH INSURANCE - This product is available for members under age 65
that need health coverage. The site offers a variety of medical plans to meet
your individual or family needs. The site is able to qualify you if you are eligible
for subsidies under the Affordable Care Act (a.k.a. Obamacare).

DENTAL INSURANCE - The offerings include a full range of dental plans that
are available to individuals and families. We invite you to shop for the plan that
best fits your needs

SHORT TERM HEALTH INSURANCE - This is the type of medical insurance
needed by people such as those between jobs who have no medical
coverage. The coverage period and premiums are adjustable to meet your
requirements.

TRAVEL MEDICAL INSURANCE - There are numerous plans available for
different situations while you are travelling or working overseas.

Below is just a sample of the insurance carriers that are offered.

a8 " \ ]
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Please let your members know through your newsletter or by email.
Thank you!
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MOUNTAIN DISTRICT

Serving Allegany and Garrett Counties
reetings from the awesome Mountain
District. We’re so glad to see other

districts fighting for better membership,

and while we’re disheartened to be #2 at
present, the competition has helped ALL of

Maryland work harder to get, and to keep, our

membership as strong as possible. WE have

not resigned to be #2 at the end of the race,
so watch out! I don’t need to repeat all of the
challenges and difficulties of Covid-19, but

I am glad to see that the MTD has remained

lowest in cases, and I’'m not aware of any

deaths of our local members due to the virus.

I hope this is the case, and continues. But

everyone, keep up the fight!!! As a nurse,

I remind you that you must be vigilant and

determined, with distancing, hand washing,

masks and expect the enemy you cannot
see. We need you all, and I pray for your
continued safety. MTD posts participated in

a district meeting, and have planned another

for June. Our calendar for the g ———
new department year is being :
revised. We, from the district,
have altered our Memorial
Day services, but continue
honoring with flags and the
services we can provide.
CPR’s and award packets
have been submitted. Posts have been open
for carry out meals, and been well-received.
Repairs and updates that have been needed, as
well as good cleaning, have been done. Buddy
checks have been done and have been well
received. Elections are being planned, and will
be done as required. MTD raffle for the month
of JUNE still has a few tickets available; if
anyone has a desire, please contact me or any
officer from the district. We’ll miss you all
in Ocean City in July, but we will see you at
Convention in September. Stay safe!!

Charee Reckner
Mountain District Commander

NORTHERN CENTRAL DISTRICT
Serving Baltimore, Harford and Howard Counties

As 2019-2020 year comes to a close, I want
to thank the Northern Central District
Officers who worked very hard to try and
maintain communication throughout the year
and especially during this Pandemic with the
Post throughout our District. Special Thanks
goes to Jody McCourt, Vice Commander and
Our Adjutant Eric Warthen. These two have
work endlessly to help make our District one
of the best.

With all our Posts closed throughout the
State, we pray that each and every member
and their families remain safe and healthy.
The struggles we’ve all suffered have not been
an easy task. During this time, many Posts
have taken opportunity to help their fellow
Veterans and their families in need. We would
like to thank those who have stepped up and
contributed their time, money, food, clothing
and anything else to help our many brothers
and sisters.

Sadly, our Membership is suffering. We
must continue to reach out to our fellow
members and bring them back. Their help and
membership is very important to the success
and survival of each and every Post. One way
to help spread the word about membership,
I bought Door magnets for my vehicles and
placed them for all to see in my travels. The
magnets consist of 1st Line: Your Post Name,
Middle Line: Come Join Us, followed by 3rd

Line; Post phone number. We
need to get the word out about
our Post any way possible
during these times.

Red Cross is still in need of
Blood. My Post recently had a drive in which 27
pints of blood were donated. Please have your
Post schedule a Blood Drive. Many veterans
are in need as well as family and friends. WE
MUST SUPPORT THESE DRIVES!

Finally, we are placing graduate signs in
our grass on the street to honor our students
who have been deprived of their proms and
graduation ceremonies. Dundalk Post 38 has
offered their Hall to all local High Schools;
hopefully the Students of Baltimore County can
have their prom and graduations which they’ve
worked so hard for. This has been a great idea
in reaching out to the Dundalk Community and
surrounding areas that The American Legion
will be here for all ages.

In closing, we pray our Heavenly Father
removes this virus from our land. We pray each
and every one will remain healthy and safe
throughout the coming years.

God Bless,
Mark Phoebus,
Northern Central District Commander

SOUTHERN MARYLAND DISTRICT
Serving Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s,
Montgomery and St. Mary’s Counties

Greetings Comrades, On behalf of the
entire Southern Maryland District
Leadership Team, we pray that you and your
family members are safe during this difficult
period. Veterans around the world are fighting
a different type of battle as we deal with
the COVID 19 Virus. Our wish is that you
continue to protect yourself and stay out of
harm’s way. Your safety is paramount.

Since the last time you’ve heard from
me, our efforts to improve our district
remains unchanged. We are committed to our
members, and their families. As part of this
effort, our membership numbers continue to
rise. However, we are not out of the woods
yet! I ask you to join me in the continuous
push to retain our members every year.
The camaraderie we’ve built over the years
is unmatched, and the American Legion
continues to be YOUR voice on the highest
stage. Although you may not have attended a
physical meeting with other members, I urge
you to pick up the phone and spend just a few
moments with a Comrade. I challenge you to
call up at least one Comrade and check on his
or her well-being. We are stronger together
than we are a part.

I'have asked each member of our leadership
team to tighten up the boots straps for the
remainder of the American Legion year,
and move out on our goals to increase
membership, improve communications, and
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to be as visible as we can
in our communities. If you
are able to get out and move
about safely, remember you
are human, and your health "
must be given top priority. Health experts
everywhere are asking us to stay as active as
we can, drink plenty of water, and make the
most of the time you get to spend with family.
My guess is you’ve already done those things.
Anyone that has worn the uniform knows the
importance of taking care of family. If any
members of your Post have gone on to Post
Everlasting, I extend my heartfelt condolences
to the family, friends, and members of your
Post.

As the end of the American Legion year
draws near, I ask that you invest in your Post
elections with the future in mind. No two years
will be exactly the same. Your Consolidate
Post Report is due very soon, and every activity
you’ve accomplished is progress. Submit your
report on time, ask your new leadership to lead
with a “Veterans First” mentality, and prepare
for the next battle on the horizon. We count on
every Post to accomplish the mission, support
our members, and serve our communities. On
to victory, nothing else matters.

Haywood Moss
District Commander,
Southern Maryland District

Are Your Friends and Family ...

A Member of Our Family?

When asking an eligible person to join The American
Legion, Auxiliary, or SAL, remember to extend the offer
to include their eligible friends and family members.
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NORTH EASTERN SHORE DISTRICT
Serving Caroline, Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne’s and Talbot Counties

ello Legionnaires, I hope everyone is

doing their best in these trying times. I
want to Thank everyone that is doing what
they can at their Post while we move forward
through this epidemic that we are dealing
with, everyone deserves a pat on the back for
a job well done.

As of now we are still in first place for
membership which goes to show that we are
still pushing forward with it, I want to Thank
all the Post that are at 100% for a job well
done but don’t stop now keep pushing forward
and bring in both old and new members alike,
also touch base if you will to a Post that may
not be there yet and see if you can help in
anyway.

I also want to Thank all for their prayers
and concerns for my wife as she recovers
from this virus that is going around, she is
doing better and now going through rehab to
help her regain her strength and to walk again
which she is slowly making progress on, I am
hoping to see her soon as it’s been over 40
days since I last saw her. I also want to send

out my prayers to all that are
going through this and to the
ones that are dealing with the
loss of loved ones.

For all the Commanders out
there I trust you are keeping
your Post up on what is going [
on and the updated plans that
the DEPARTMENT is putting St
out such as our when our next
meeting, elections, convention change and so
forth, we are still moving forward through all
of this. The NESD is still planning on meeting
in June though the caucus will now be moved
to August; I hope to see everyone there as there
are a few things that need to be discussed.

Again Thank You for all you have done and
continuing doing. Till we meet again which I
hope is soon, God Bless, Be Safe and most of
all, Wash your Hands.....

Emidio “Buzz” Taylor
North Eastern Shore District Commander

WESTERN MARYLAND DISTRICT
Serving Carroll, Frederick and Washington Counties

ring you all greetings from the Great Western
aryland District. This year started as a normal
year and then turned into anything but a normal
year. In March we started this new adventure, we
had hoped we would have a short stay at home,
we didn’t. Toward the second week in April [ was
one of 4 or 5 people on the Washington Metro.
Each of us in our corner of the train car, waiving
from across the car, not wanting to get within 15
feet of each other. People walked down the street
and avoid each other by 10 feet. This was in the
pre-mask stage. I have picture of downtown DC
on a weekday with only 3 or 4 people in them.
Streets in our hometowns empty as well.

Early in April Western Maryland District
canceled the District Reception. A joint event
of Legion, Auxiliary and Sons of the Legion.
That was disappointing, we were ready for
the last planning meeting. Then the National
Commanders Reception at Post 11 was canceled.
Having this event in Western Maryland was going
to be the highlight of our years. Then there was
the Wine Jug, Congratulations Francis X. Elder
Post 121 Emmitsburg who was the only Post to
be at 100% at cut off. We will have to award you
the Wine Jug at the first in person District meeting.
We moved from our focus on membership to
buddy calls, hoping that some of the Post would
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pick up some membership
using the buddy calls. We
have taken a major high on
membership but its hard to
bring in new members, so
focus on our past members who haven’t renewed.
Thank you Post 121,96, and 11 that are at 100%.
Post 31, 120, 200, 168, 10, 202, 222 are all over
95%, thank you.
So, what do we have at the end of the day?
Hopefully this finds you and your family healthy.
We also have each other, our Legion family that
we can rely on. The Same Legion Family that
in many cases stepped out of the box in support
of their community. It makes you proud to see
what you can do if you put your mind to it. I'm
not talking just Western Maryland District but
the whole department of Maryland. I'd like to
thank you all for your effort during COVID-19
pandemic, Job well done.

Note; On 14 June 2020 1pm there will be
a Western Maryland District Zoom Meeting
call 301-715-8592 meeting ID 837 6834 0847
password 267751. If not using Zoom but phone
dial in it’s the same numbers.

Matt Staden
Western Maryland District Commander

SOUTH EASTERN SHORE DISTRICT
Serving Dorchester, Somerset, Wicomico and Worcester Counties

reetings Comrades, A great deal of change

has taken place since the last publication,
some good and some not too good, but through
it all our Legion family has come together
and accomplished a great deal. I would like
to point out the success of Post 93 Ladies
Aucxiliary under the coaching and leadership
of Post Commander Giddens, they handed
out over a 160 free meals on April 11, 2020
in response to COVID 19. The cars stretched
around the block and down the highway
as families lined up to receive well needed
groceries during this pandemic. Auxiliary
members Keisha Thornton, Vivian Hastings,
and Pam Lynn when above and beyond their
call of duty to support their community. While
I am on Pocomoke Post 93, I would like to
thank them for collecting over 100 blankets

with the help of the District
Posts, which were given
out to programs supporting
programs housing veterans
and to homeless veterans
needing a little comfort from
the Winter.

We made it through the
Toys for Tots Drives, Special
Olympics Polar Plunge, Four
Chaplain, the Steak night at Post 67, and so
much more before we as a nation and World
was shut down from normal living. The
onset of COVID 19 resulted in numerous
programs like the Legion Birthday, Oratorical
Contest, Boys & Girl State programs, National
and District receptions being canceled or

Continued on page 13

BALTIMORE DISTRICT
Serving Baltimore City

Greetings Baltimore District, I hope you and
your family are safe and doing well. As the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic continues to
unfold, we are facing uncertainty with going out
putting our health in jeopardy and the wellbeing
of our families. I know this is a stressful time for
some of us and we are also concerned with food,
our jobs, medical conditions and our financial
future. [ know however, that some of you have
experienced the loss of a family member or
a friend and for that I am deeply sorry. I ask
everyone to remain mindful of those who have
lost a loved one, lost a job or suffered some
other tragedy over the course of the Pandemic.

As of May 15,2020, the Maryland Governor
moves into stage one of recovery with flexible
community-based approach that empowers
individual jurisdictions to make decisions
regarding the timing of reopenings. Governor
Hogan states, “While lifting the statewide
Stay at Home order and gradually moving into
Stage One is a positive step forward, each and
every one of us has an obligation to exercise
responsibility for ourselves, for our families,
our co-workers, and for fellow Marylanders
so that as a community, together, we can begin
to safely get back to work and get back to our
daily lives.” Lifting the statewide stay at home
order. At the same time the Baltimore Mayor
stated, “he will keep the Baltimore city local
stay at home order in affect.”

Post Elections Certification, Delegates
Registration and the District Election should
be done no later than August 29, 2020 (Twenty
Days) prior to the Department Convention
September 18-20,2020. Delegate Registration
Fee, $15 per Authorize Delegate, although there

may be adjustments to the
Delegate Fee.

Remember all
Consolidated Post Reports
are due if you have not
already turned them in. Post
adjutants should had received
a packet in the mail or you
can go online Mdlegion.org
and download the packet. Please reach out to
the Department 2nd vice commander Ronald
Holcombe for questions or assistance on
consolidate report.

Baltimore District did not have their annual
Memorial Day service, but will pay our respects
to our comrades, the men and women who made
the ultimate sacrifice, by taking a moment of
silence. With all that’s going on let us not forget
to pause and reflect on the important things in
life like honoring the fallen, the ones who gave
their lives for our freedom.

Family is our most important asset and our
first priority is the protection of people we love.
Each of us has a personal responsibility to help
mitigate the spread of the virus by following
recommended preventive measures such as
maintaining social distancing; frequent hand
washing; cleaning commonly touched surfaces;
not touching your face; and staying home.

* Special thanks to all involved in making
the Baltimore District Banquet a success. I also
want to say thank you to each member for their
continuous membership and support to your
post and the district.

“ Lean forward in the Foxhole and expect
the unexpected”
Your commander,

Austin L. Ball Sr.
Baltimore District Commander
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We re “Radio Active” at Post 275
by Mike Phillips, N3TAL Amateur Radio Team April 7, 2020

he American Legion offers its Legionnaires
support for a number of activities. One

of the more interesting and challenging of
these is Amateur Radio (or “Ham” radio, as
it is commonly called). Headquartered in
Indianapolis, The American Legion Amateur
Radio Club (“TALARC”) provides support to
hams in the Legion community. Post 275 in
Glenarden, Maryland is actively involved with
TALARC and operates under call sign N3TAL.
Ham operators are licensed by the FCC
to operate on specific radio frequencies.
These enthusiasts use their skills, equipment,
education and experience to contact other hams
in the area or around the world. At this time of
limited social contact, radio contact can provide
new and safe opportunities for communicating
with others. In fact, there has been a recent
increase in interest in Amateur Radio, no
doubt brought about by the current pandemic.
Here at Post 275, our team recently
participated in an Amateur Radio Special Event
on March 14th. The event commemorated the
Legion’s 101st Anniversary. We supported
another station in South Dakota and logged
amateur radio operators who contacted us
from stations in the United States and Canada.
These special events occur at various times
during the year to celebrate or commemorate
such things as Veterans Day. They can
also be held in remembrance of a location,
such as a monument. We plan to sponsor

our own special event to commemorate the
‘Peace Cross’ in Bladensburg this summer.

Our team is made up of comrades who
have a wide range of experience. Our more
experienced operators are often referred to as
“Elmers” and provide knowledge and guidance
to newer hams. Ham Radio is a unique hobby
which incorporates elements of science,
technology, engineering and math, as well as
just plain fun. Many of us enjoy meeting and
talking to people outside of our neighborhood
without having to leave the comfort of our dens.

If you are interested in finding out
more about TALARC or amateur radio
in general, please send us a message at
N3TAL@Outlook.com. You might also
wish to check out these websites to visit:

TALARC - https://www.legion.org/hamradio
ARRL (Amateur Radio Relay League) - http://
www.arrl.org

Who knows, perhaps you may decide to
become “RADIO ACTIVE” too!

For God and country,

Mike Phillips, KB3ZCO
N3TAL Amateur Radio Team

Operation Narragansett stepped up to perform its fourth and last scheduled delivery bringing
meals from Pazani Italian Restaurant in Elkridge. This brings the total number of meals
delivered by members of the Post to 490 for the staff at Howard County General Hospital. Here
a full car load of meals is just delivered by Carol and Randy Bohn. (5/27/2020)

harlotte, all

Veterans

* X

Maryland Department

of Veterans Affairs

29449 Charlotte Hall Road,
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs
“Serving Those Who Have Served
* Medicare/Medicaid Certification

* Rehabilitation Services
* Physician Services

* Assisted Living
* Special Alzheimer’s Unit
* Nursing Care — Long/Short Term

800-522-8387 Toll Free
State Executive Director 301-884-8171 Ext. 401
Fax 301-884-8036, vethome @charhall.org
Admissions: 301-884-8171 Ext. 409 » Fax: 301-884-4964
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From Chaplains Desk

Ephesians 4:2-" Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance

for each other’s faults because of your love”

ForI was hungry and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in. I needed clothes and you clothed
me, [ was sick and you looked after me, I was
in prison and you came to visit me. “Then the
righteous will answer him, Lord when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? When did we see
you a stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you? When did we see you
sick or in prison and go to visit you? “The King
will reply, Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:35-40
Fellow Comrades, friends and families, I
want to say Happy Memorial Day to all our
brave men and women who have served
courageously and went on to Post Everlasting.
Let us all continue to remember those who
made the ultimate sacrifice in the service of
our country. The true superheroes don’t wear
masks and capes; they wear fatigues, combat
gear, and dress uniforms. We can never thank
you enough for your heroic service to our
country. We will never forget everything you
have done to keep our country safe and free
for us and for future generations. Thank you,
and God bless America.

Like many of us, this pandemic has
gotten us all anxious and with a feeling of
hopelessness. Life at times will leave us with
the thought of how do we cope with things
outside our control. I want to share this story
to help us realize that adversity happens but
how we respond matters. Enjoy!!

Once upon a time a daughter complained to
her father that her life was miserable and that
she didn’t know how she was going to make
it. She was tired of fighting and struggling all
the time. It seemed just as one problem was
solved, another one soon followed. Her father,
a chef, took her to the kitchen. He filled three
pots with water and placed each on a high fire.
Once the three pots began to boil, he placed
potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot,
and ground coffee beans in the third pot. He
then let them sit and boil, without saying a
word to his daughter. The daughter, moaned
and impatiently waited, wondering what he
was doing.

After twenty minutes, he turned off the
burners. He took the potatoes out of the pot and
placed them in a bowl. He pulled the boiled

4

eggs out and placed them
in a bowl. '} |

He then ladled the coffee i &

out and placed it in a cup. | s
Turning to her he asked. ‘\ *J,k;ﬂ‘
‘Daughter, what do you p A N
see?’ ‘Potatoes, eggs, and ‘ ’ -
coffee,’ she hastily replied. == s
‘Look closer,” he said, |

‘and touch the potatoes.’

She did and noted that they were soft. He
then asked her to take an egg and break it.
After pulling off the shell, she observed the
hard-boiled egg. Finally, he asked her to sip
the coffee. Its rich aroma brought a smile to her
face. ‘Father, what does this mean?’ she asked.
He then explained that the potatoes, the eggs
and coffee beans had each faced the same
adversity— the boiling water. However, each
one reacted differently. The potato went in
strong, hard, and unrelenting, but in boiling
water, it became soft and weak. The egg was
fragile, with the thin outer shell protecting its
liquid interior until it was put in the boiling
water. Then the inside of the egg became
hard. However, the ground coffee beans were
unique. After they were exposed to the boiling
water, they changed the water and created
something new.

‘Which are you,” he asked his daughter.
‘When adversity knocks on your door, how
do you respond? Are you a potato, an egg, or
a coffee bean?’

In closing, Happy Mothers’ Day to all our
awesome Mothers and thanks to all those
who are on the front lines (Medical staff,
truck drivers, first responders, manufacturing,
restaurants, grocery stores etc.). Please
continue to practice social distancing, proper
hand washing and when you go out, please
wear face covering. In addition, remember to
reach out and do buddy checks on our elderly,
widowers and our Post members. Also to staff
who are out of work right now. Do what you
can to help others through this pandemic.
Happy Fathers’ Day as well.

“There is no limit to the amount of good you
can do if you don’t care who gets the credit.”
— Ronald Reagan

Curtis Lee Jones
(240)383-6920
Department of Maryland Chaplain

This is Stanley Cochrane Post 16, Crisfield doing some maintenance projects around the Post.
In the front taking the picture is Post 16 Commander Derryk Walterman, Back left: Phil Riggen,
Back right: John Littleton.
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POST EVERLASTING As of February 20th - May 18, 2020

NAME POST #
Mabhool-Potts Post 2, Baltimore

Marvin C Trott 2
Guy Carleton Parlett Post 7, Annapolis
Wayland L Blowe 7
Robert E Cassidy 7
Charles E Hynson 7
James L Richardson 7
Michael B Scavone 7
Eugene H Styles 7
Clopper-Michael Post 10, Boonshoro

William E Donaldson 10
Barry F Halstead 10
Francis Scott Key Post 11, Frederick

Glenn R Barnard 11
Charles E Bowers 11
Henry J Brown 11
William E Daisey 11
Robert A Gehrke 11
Bryan M Hissey 11
Bobbie C Hunt 11
Edwin I Klein 11
Nicholas Monaco 11
Edward A Reilly 11
Lee E Sharpe 11
Jesse T Sutton 11
John C Warfield 11
Gerald E West 11
Ronald L Wise 11
Fort Cumberland Post 13, Cumberland
Russell V Bittner 13
Luke M Bridges 13
Nile E Chaney 13
Kyle R Diehl 13
Andrew Matson 13
Robert L Shillingburg 13
Charles L Taylor 13
Wilbert R Theis 13
James O Wright 13
Patrick Daily-Mark Logsdon Mem.Svc Post 17
Wilfred A Cholette 17
Eugene Eaby 17
Federal Post 19, Baltimore

Ronald Carroll 19
Towson Post 22, Towson

Paul J Frederick 22
Norval H McDonald 22
Esther S Medinger 22
Robert J Rigger 22
Charles L Scrimger 22
John F Shettle 22
Charles F Stewart 22
Philip R Walker 22
Joseph J Woodward 22
Philip A Yocum 22
Farrady Post 24, Frostburg

Edward H George 24
Earl L Gracie 24
James M Kenney 24
Webster B. Harrison Post 26. Hancock
Donald L Corbett 26
Caroline Post 29, Denton

Patrick J Allison 29
Elmer C Clouser 29
Richard T Peix 29
Frederick E Spence 29

Carroll Post 31, Westminister

MEMORIAL BOOK INSCRIPTIONS

In Memory of PPC Charles H. Catterton, by Dewey Lowman Post 109.
In Memory of Christina Lay, by Cummings-Behlke Unit #226
In Memory of Past SMD Cmdr. Robert E. Ray, by SMD Past

Commanders.

President Assn.

Department HQs.

NAME POST #
Donald R Benson 31
Thomas F Dorwart 31
David P Nengel 31
Charles M Preston 31
Ronald J Warrell 31
Patrick Henry Post 34, Baltimore

Michael R McNally 34
Frank M. Jarman Post 36, Chestertown
Gordon B Browning 36
Jesse G Cunningham 36
John W Kimble 36
Dundalk Post 38, Dundalk

Paul E DiDonato 38
James E Dilley 38
Louis A Dorn 38
Ernest Frattali 38
Charles T Grimes 38
Claudis L Loughry 38
Ruhl L Rexroad 38
Bonnie Tucker 38
George R Weir 38
Harford Post 39, Bel Air

Joseph C Maranto 39
Bert L Rose 39
Glen Burnie Post 40, Glen Burnie

Melvin Colwell 40
Leonard E Jakobowski 40
William S Seward 40
Cissel-Saxon Post 41, Silver Spring

William H McMakin 41
Morris Frock Post 42, Hagerstown

Harold N Aycoth 42
Ralph C Hoover 42
Jack R Lovell 42
William Maletzky 42
Vincent ] Mussolino 42
Thomas H Shank 42
Ronald C Werst 42
Robert P Wyant 42
Joseph L. Davis Post 47, Havre De Grace
Timothy L Baker 47
Junior L Henemyre 47
Bel Air Post 55, Bel Air

Riccardo B Jefferson 55
Laurel Maryland Post 60, Laurel

Kirk C Birdsong 60
Worcester Post 67, Snow Hill

Mervin J Byrd 67
Norman Price Post 68, Sandy Spring

Curtis M Smith 68
Talbot Post 70, Easton

John J Haight 70
Frank P Milone 70
Thomas S Sherwood 70
Proctor-Kildow, INC. Post 71, Oakland
George J Brodak 71
Samuel E Butt 71
Donald L Savage 71
Wilmer R Simmons 71
Ernest B Swiger 71
Blake-Blackston, Post 77, Easton

James A Grace 77
Eric M Lowery 71
Jimmie L Seeders 77

Harry White Wilmer Post 82, LaPlata

In Memory of PDC Gordon B. Browning, by ALA Past Department

In Memory of Past Department Commander Gordon B. Browning

NAME POST #
Delbert A Arnold 82
John W Matthews 82
Henderson-Smith-Edmonds Post 86, Rockville
Martin L Grimes 86
Corporal Herman Hughes Post 87, Cambridge
William H Jackson 87
Joseph W Woolford 87
Dorchester Post 91, Cambridge

Benjamin F Bradshaw 91
John O Brannock 91
Stanley F Flaggs 91
Wendell O Foxwell 91
Howard J Schuster 91
Steadman-Keenan Post 96, Brunswick
Edward P Gallagher 96
Dwight T Graham 96
Hugh Virts 96
Cheverly Post 108, Cheverly

James O Harold 108
Dewey Lowman Post 109, Arbutus

Ralph N Blomster 109
Irvin Bosch 109
Charles H Catterton 109
Milton R Cooney 109
Charles L Davis 109
Clifford H Dorr 109
Howard W Fields 109
Charles W Fritze 109
Joseph Gorman 109
Herbert F Hiteshew 109
Roger Hockey 109
John Latham 109
Raymond L McLaughlin 109
Joseph B Miller 109
Robert L Poole 109
Carl E Rucker 109
Upper Marlboro Post 115, Upper Marlboro
Samuel W Roberts 115
Reisterstown Post 116, Reisterstown

Walter Naylor 116
Hesson-Snider Post 120, Taneytown

John R Baker 120
Liberty Post 122, Randallstown

Edward C Elliott 122
Arnold M Goering 122
Edward L Overhiser 122
Boggs-Disharoon Post 123, Berlin

Lawrence C Calvert 123
Wayne T Hastings 123
Murray R Smith 123
Fred E Whitman 123
Bernard L. Tobin Post 128, Aberdeen

John W Adams 128
Glen R Gray 128
George H Swartz 128
Overlea-Perry Hall Post 130, Perry Hall
Bernard H Farace 130
William C Sautter 130
Colmar Manor Post 131, Colmar Manor
Edward M Mutchler 131
Susquehanna Post 135, Perryville

Edward E Barr 135

NAME POST #
Lawrence C Brunet 135
Greenbelt Post 136, Greenbelt

Carl F Boushell 136
Joseph S Carsters 136
Edward J Dimler 136
William E Glascock 136
John W Hoglund 136
Cook-Pinkney Post 141, Annapolis

Walter V Nick 141
Essex Post 148, Baltimore

Stephen V Clark 148
Joseph D Malone 148
Chester Markle 148
Lithuanian Post 154, Baltimore

Richard J Jacobs 154
Kenneth B Shillenn 154
Victory Post 155, Westernport

Richard Hartman 155
Richard L MclIntyre 155
Adams, Hanna, Moore Post 156, Ellicott City
Ralph S Bathgate 156
Zygmund V Huscio 156
Synepuxent Post 166, Ocean City

Don Andrews 166
Arnold S Hughes 166
William G Kelso 166
James L Krantz 166
‘Wayne L Moreland 166
Earl R Moyer 166
Leonard J Nemec 166
Gary W Shipp 166
Edwin C. Creeger, Jr Post 168, Thurmont
Edward A Johnson 168
Randolph Furey Post 170, Indian Head

James R Factory 170
George McCree 170
Damascus Post 171, Damascus

Nicholas F Boxwell 171
Oscar R Mullican 171
Donald N Swan 171
Jack J Talamo 171
Rickey D Ward 171
Richard W Winkler 171
Beltway Post 172, Lanham

William L Allen 172
George E Foss 172
Ensign C Markland Kelly Post 174, Timonium
Dennis A Bowen 174
R. E Novak 174
John R Schaffner 174
Leonard A Schmidt 174
Severna Park Post 175, Severna Park

Vincent J Aversa 175
Chester L Davis 175
David C Murray 175
Edward F Smith 175
Joseph W Vitek 175
Rosedale Post 180, Rosedale

Eugene P Angle 180
Gordon P Goetz 180
Clifton W Gonce 180
John A Grill 180
William Norman 180
Stephen Rachuba 180
Raymond K Remesch 180
Michael Riley 180
Richard Stickline 180
Robert Thompson 180
William E Waters 180
Slate Ridge Post 182, Whiteford

Brady Caudill 182
Jackie W Maurer 182
James H Meister 182
Samuel Q Tharpe 182
Parkville Post 183, Parkville

William J Bevans 183
Richard C Bumsted 183
Frank Donato 183
Edward Franey 183
John L Gants 183
Warren G Hansen 183
Thomas M Kelso 183

NAME POST #
Frank W Kuhn 183
Francis L Noel 183
William Peyton 183
Michael P Ruth 183
Robert A Storke 183
Jack F Trenner 183
Gold Star Post 191, Mount Airey

William J Campbell 191
Joseph E Merson 191
Lawrence C Mills 191
William J Therien 191
John L Tucker 191
Mason-Dixon Post 194, Rising Sun

Anthony J Bachetta 194
Frederick A Brubaker 194
Raymond T Miller 194
Kenneth D Thomas 194
Hampstead Post 200, Hampstead
Thomas J Bell 200
Wayne J Dunham 200
Raymond Kaczorowski 200
Douglas H Robinson 200
John C Stickles 200
Potomac Post 202, Williamsport

Jay Pittenger 202
Ralph I Slonaker 202
Stallings -Williams Post 206, Chs. Bch.

Robert G Campbell 206
Dominic A Di lorio 206
Nicholas V Magtutu 206
Accident Post 208, Accident

Robert Brobst 208
Everett A Fratz 208
Earl L Kahl 208
Lonnie L Rodeheaver 208
Dixon-Troxell Post 211, Funkstown

Joseph Beach 211
Walter F Bell 211
Paul B Bradfield 211
Gary L Harbaugh 211
Harry J Layman 211
Kenneth L Mason 211
Gilbert C Noll 211
Douglas W Peacher 211
Frederick E Reel 211
Thomas J Ullum 211
Grantsville Post 214, Grantsville

Michael E Rhodes 214
David F Shaulis 214
John B. Latimer College Park Post 217,
College Park

Karl J Christoffers 217
Roger B Mundey 217
Gray-Ray Post 220, Prince Frederick

Wilson L Parran 220
Southern Maryland Post 221, Avenue

John T Hurley 221
Lewis B Quade 221
Joseph C. Herbert Post 222, Clear Spring
Robert A Kelley 222
Sykesville Memorial Post 223

Andrew T Hirsch 223
Emmanuel Lopez 223
Charles A Torre 223
Brandywine Post 227, Brandywine

Dwain W David 227
George L Hennen 227
Sgt. Preston Ashley Post 228, Rock Hall
William L Hynson 228
Antietam Post 236, Sharpsburg

John P DiCarlo 236
Spring Hill Post 237, Hebron

George H Jahelka 237
Jameson-Harrison Post 238, Hughsville
Denise R Hall 238
Arthur ] McCarthy 238
Cascade Post 239, Cascade

Stanley A Haas 239
Charles Trite 239
Daniel-Jeffers Post 247, Poolsville

R. Edwin Brown 247

NAME POST #
Carl Crawford 247

Oxon Hill Post 248, Oxon Hill

Ben H Swett 248

James H Teets 248

Parkton Post 256

Clifton D Calcutt 256

Clinton Post 259, Clinton

Joseph E Bissell 259

Aurelio Nepa 259

Jackson & Johnson Memorial Post 263,
Catonsville

Herbert E Brown

Wheaton Post 268

Olaf T Blorstad

Riley T Brown

William G Groome

Allan W Schultz

Diego Vazquez

Arick L. Lore Post 274, Lusby
Theodore R Allen

Richard O Daniel

John J Noel

Samuel J Osecky

Thomas A Weaver

Glenarden Post 275, Glenarden
John H Anderson

James C Higginbotham

Michael E Miller

Wylie ] Myers

Frank Smith

Eastern G Stewart

Aaron E Thorne

Howard L. Turner Post 276, Severn
Thomas J Neff

Pasadena Post 277, Riviera Beach
Bernard J Dobry

Kent Island Post 278, Kent Island
Charles M Cogan

Leroy C Habersack

Robert Lanham

Glen W. Eyler Post 282, Woodsboro
Donald E Baker

Marion D Carmack

Richard A Cramer

Richard V Etzler

Leslie H Fellows

Rodney E Grimes

Olin T Nave

Northeastern Post 285, Baltimore
James A McClain

Nathaniel Noble

Edwin Adams Post 293, Waldorf
Jay Rottier

Vietnam Veterans Mem. Post 295,
Gaithersburg

Eugene Kudla

Gary B Lochte

Holding Post 297

Alan M Best

Kenneth A Chartrand

James F Costello

David H Gossard

Michael M Grubb

Harold F Jackson

Chester E Lease

Bernard P Manderville

Clifford M Ricketts

Leo F Smith

Joseph W Stevens

Marlene J Warner

Paul K Wood

263

268
268
268
268
268

274
274
274
274
274

275
275
275
275
275
275
275

276

27

278
278
278

282
282
282
282
282
282
282

285
285

293

295
295

297
297
297
297
297
297
297
297
297
297
297
297
297

John F. McNulty Memorial Post 298, Charlotte

Hall
Daniel I Ridgell

Columbia Post 300, Columbia
Eric A Lampe

298

300
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Treasurers Report

From Gary Gifford

ay we help you? The best part about

being a Department Officer is the
opportunity to be of service to Posts that have
encountered some rough spots. This year of
the coronavirus pandemic has been more than
a rough spot for The American Legion and
its many Posts. As we begin to emerge from
the mandated closures of our Post Homes,
there will be much work to be done before
normalcy begins to return. More stressful
times are ahead!

Most Posts have experienced periods of
stress which takes many forms. Sometimes
it’s one of those pesky business dips that
take all the fun out of managing the Post’s
operations. Other times, it’s the infrastructure
that needs attention, like a leaky roof. Stress
comes also with coping with all of the
personalities in an active Post, or, on the other
hand, from the lack of personalities in Posts
where the activity is left to a mere handful of
devoted veterans. The point is, when you get
involved, really involved with The American
Legion; you will encounter stress in one form
or another, sooner or later.

The Department of Maryland cares deeply
about the welfare of all Legionnaires, but
less deeply about how effective your post
home management is. The operation of an
American Legion Post is within the purview
of its members, not the Department or the
District. But when a poor performing Post
threatens the welfare of its membership, and/

or the reputation of The American Legion,
then the Department does become concerned
and will take appropriate steps to resolve the
problem.

Of course, we at Department probably
will be blissfully unaware of your problems
until someone advises us. And there is lots
of information that comes from folks who
are angry at a Post’s administration for one
reason or another. While we listen to and
catalog those complaints, we will not respond
to Post management issues until we are
asked, by letter from the Post’s management,
to come into the Post Home to help with a
problem with which they are wrestling.

Too often, Post administrations wait too
long to seek help. Financial health is not
so different from personal health. You
must respond promptly to the symptoms
of declining health. A cancer left too long
becomes less treatable. The remedy always
is more effective and less painful when
applied early.

So, confront Post Home problems
promptly. If you need help, write that letter
to the Department before your circumstance
deteriorates to the point of desperation. Just
understand that the Department does not
maintain a large cash reserve from which
grants to struggling Posts can be made. Still,
we may be able to bring to the table advice
and suggestions that may help you better
manage your situation, and your stress.

SESD Continued from page 9

delayed. Needless to say, these well honored
programs and recognition gatherings for
recognition for a job well done, has not slowed
down the Legion family. The Veteran Women
Outreach program began collecting health
and wellness bags for women in shelters or
who were homeless, from Western Maryland
to the Ocean, but COVID 19 redirected the
health and wellness bags on the Eastern Shore
to be handed out to shelters for the homeless
and placed in housing veterans from Kent to
Somerset County, this small bag of supplies
allowed the veteran to keep their much needed
funds in their pockets to purchase food and
sanitation supplies during this shelter in place
situation. Much thanks go out to the Post 16
Lenny Ward, who travels a lot, Gordon Murray
Post 67, Dave and Barbara Wharton of Post
64, and Post 87 membership collection.
Now, as we began to focus on the end-of-year
projects; elections, caucus, and handing out
well earned recognition, we had to refocus
how to conduct business, with electronic
voting, virtual meetings, job clubs, and hiring
events for our veterans. Wicomico Post 64 and
DEC member Barbara Wharton continued
to press forward in getting names of those
participating in the ROTC program for their
well-deserved ribbons and awards—thanks
Barbara for a job well done. Thanks also
go out to Vice Commander Sullivan for
spearheading the membership process that
currently has the District in third place with
142 members required for 100 percent.
Buddy checks that are being conducted has
provided a positive impact on membership
and in showing how we care for one-another
at all times. It is important to continue to

send out cards, make phone calls, or when
safe again, visit with them, get your junior
SAL and Unit juniors involved by making
cards and flower arrangements that they can
keep in front of them, showing we care and
thinking about them. Memorial Day is coming
and some Posts within the District may not be
able to put out flags due to a lack of funding
and programs may be canceled or scaled back
because of social distancing, but in our heart
we pay respect to all those that have given
all in support of and for the service of our
country. This year alone, the Legion family
has lost a great deal of members that we were
unable to properly pay our respect to, but it
does not mean we do not carry them in our
heart and in a special memory.

Finally, I am once again thankful to all
the members of the South Eastern Shore
District leadership team and the Post Legion
Families. We as a District have come together
in doing whatever it takes to show our mutual
helpfulness for God and County. Please
complete your Consolidated Post Reports (due
by May 31, 2020) either online or by the paper
form, Certificates of Elections--both State and
National, and your narrative reports which are
due by June 1, 2020 to receive the recognition
you are deserving of for all you do within
your communities, for the State of Maryland
and for the United States of America. Thanks
Sarge for you continuous mentoring and I look
forward to fully supporting Comrade Anthony
Sullivan as the next SESD Commander and the
State Commander and his officers in whatever
capacity needed.

Still Serving,
Sharon Egerson
SESD Commander

Scouting, Maryland

n a normal year, I would be writing about

Troops and Packs that were getting ready
for summer camp or some High Adventure
program. This is not a normal year though
and we have to adapt.

Scouting has become virtual. The Troop,
Pack and Crew meetings are held on computers
with assignments to complete tasks that fulfill
the requirements for the scouts’ next rank at
home in isolation from the rest of the body.
We adapt to a campout held in the backyard.
The Patrol gathering on Zoom to plan the menu
and activities for the day, while your 5K hike is
around your neighborhood or on a treadmill, as
in one case. You are, after all, on your honor
to do your best.

The program goes on, knots are taught by
video and cooking methods are demonstrated.
Despite the lack of a convention to show off
our Eagle Scout of the Year, the Department

still has an exemplary young man to laud for
his accomplishments.

The 2020 Eagle Scout of the Year for the
Department of Maryland is Ryan Fulmer of
Walkersville, Maryland. He belongs to Troop
1011, chartered to Glen W. Eyler Post # 282 in
Woodsboro, Maryland. Ryan’s Eagle project
was to build and distribute boxes to locales
around the area to collect Flags for proper
disposal. His application will be forwarded
to National, where he will compete against
candidates from the other states.

We look forward to the time that the
Scouting program can resume the full intent
of its tenets and teach the out-of-doors skills.

Department Chairman
Scouting Committee
Jack McLaughlin

ERIC,
Wy

&

R
hile our cause is still in need, we have
decided to delay the 2020 Maryland

Gold Star Legacy Run until later this summer.

We are hoping that our Posts will start to open

soon, so that we can get our Run rescheduled.

Until the doors are open, we will delay picking

anew date.

As you know, our Legion Family has
truly gotten behind the cause of providing
scholarships to the children of our Fallen
Soldiers and our 50% or greater Disabled
Veterans. Last year, with your support, the MD
Gold Star Legacy Run donated in the name of
the Department of Maryland, $55,000.00 to The
American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund.

This year, we had a goal of $60.000.00, but
with these trying times we are all living in,
we will be happy with any funds we can raise

The Maryland Gold Star ;
Delayed Until Later
This Summer

THE AMERICAN LEGION

for this cause. We will also be riding to bring
awareness to the Legacy Scholarship Fund and
to ride for The American Legion Family.

If you want to participate in the Run, whether
to ride, to sponsor or to donate, please reach out
to me for more information at joeglad123@
aol.com.

As you start to reopen and meeting again,
I hope that you will consider this cause. No
donation is too small. Please know that the
American Legion Riders are here for you.
Riders ride. That’s just what we do!

United In Service,
Joe Gladden
Past National Commander SAL
Towson American Legion Riders
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The National High School Oratorical
Contest 2020 Cancelled!

Department of Maryland Contest Another Success!
Anita Trotter. D | ¢ Chai

ur Department of Maryland High School

Oratorical Contest was held for the
second time at Stevenson University on
Sunday, March 3. We had speakers from
four of our seven districts. Jenee Anekwe, a
senior at Marriotts Ridge High School came
in first earning her a Department Scholarship
Award of $3000. She was sponsored by the
Northern Central District. Second Place and
a scholarship award of $2000 went to David
Kneebone, a senior at Urbana High School,
sponsored by the Western Maryland District.
Third Place finishers were Sri Sreenivasan,
a sophomore at Clarksburg High School
(Southern Maryland District) and Jada
Paschall, a senior at Baltimore Poly (Baltimore
City). Third Place contestants received
scholarship awards of $750.

This year’s Assigned Topic, drawn at
random was The 20th Amendment. The other
possible choices were Amendments 12, 24,
and 27. The 2021 Assigned Topics will be
chosen at a later date.

Our seven state judges were primarily
incumbents from various levels of academia,
legal, and community service. They brought a
diverse perspective on history, the Constitution
and public speaking. Many Legionnaires
were also on hand as escorts, ushers, room
monitors, tabulators, and time keepers. Most
had served at post, county and district level.
We are extremely thankful for these volunteers
without whom the program would not succeed.

The Department Finals moved to Stevenson

University, in Owings Mills, last year and is
sponsored by their History Department. The
contest was again held in the premier Francis
X. Pugh Moot Court Room in the Howard S.
Brown School of Business and Leadership.
This proved to be an excellent location and all
were impressed by the facility and Stevenson’s
efforts to make the contest a success. We
sincerely thank them for providing us with
this wonderful venue and look forward to a
return engagement, now tentatively planned
for March 7, 2021.

The National Contest had been planned for
April 17-18-19 in Indianapolis. However,
as with all American Legion activities after
March 15, it was cancelled in the wake of the
COVID-19 crisis. This year’s contest would
have introduced several new innovations to
the contest format. Most important was the
advancement of two contestants from each
quarter final round to the semi-final round. In
the past, only one had advanced, so this is a
welcome change. The scholarship awards had
been increased as well.

The good news is each of the 53 Department
Winners that would have competed at the
National Finals in Indianapolis will receive the
basic award amount of $2000. The award will
be in the form of a scholarship grant.

Planning for the 2021 contests would
normally begin right after school starts in
September. This year, we are going to have
to wait until we know how it all plays out.

Back Row; Left to nght Anita Trotter; Judges: Prof Kathryn Hall, Stevenson University; Dr
Glenn Johnston, Stevenson University, Dr Jamie L.H. Goodall, Staff Historian, US Army Center
of Military History, Dr Amanda Licastro, Stevenson University; Prof Lisa Turowski, Towson
University; Mackenzie Wolf, Media Relations, American Legion National Headquarters DC;

Commander Phil Dorsey.

S A.L. Commander

Greetlngs , Well,we are
in very unusual times

indeed. We are all in this
together, even if we are
6 feet apart and wearing
a mask. Normally, we
would be preparing for our
convention and attending
District Receptions, but
ol’ COVID-19 wiped our schedules clean. I
do want to thank the Northern Central and
Baltimore Districts for the hospitality shown
during their receptions. I have enjoyed this year
as Detachment Commander, and wouldn’t you
know in a year of unprecedented events, I get
another trip to the plate. The Detachment Officers
like the Legion and Auxiliary will continue in our
roles for the 2020-2021 year. I look forward
to another year serving the Detachment of
Maryland as Commander. I would like to thank
both Department Commander Phil Dorsey and
Department President Linda Green for their
support and friendship, let’s get ready to do it
again!

Although the formalities of the year came
to a sudden stop, we are still working hard for
our programs. Our Membership has already
surpassed the 90% goal and is steadily advancing
towards our 100% goal. Each week, our
squadrons are submitting renewals and I know
we can make it. One tool that squadrons can
take advantage of are credits they may have
at Department. Using credits is a good way to
“pay” for members that are experiencing hard
times, or to reward long term members for
their dedication. Your Detachment officers and
District commanders can assist you in this effort.

I am proud to say the Project is meeting
its goals. We have already sent our donation
of $10,000 to National for The American

Legion Veterans and Children
Foundation, and we are in
position to start the purchase
and installation of the awning
and patio at Charlotte Hall.
We are waiting on a go-ahead from the Home
to start the project. And finally, I am confident
we will be able to support the Catch-A-Lift
Fund. I cannot state enough how appreciative
and proud I am of the squadrons and districts
that have made donations to the project; we are
still accepting donations. In the coming year, we
will be selecting a new project to support, so be
on the lookout for information. I would like to
thank Robert Hill for the outstanding job he did in
difficult circumstances as my Project Chairman.

We have rescheduled our convention for
Saturday, September 26th and by now you have
received your Convention packets. This will take
place at the Southern Maryland Youth Camp in
Cheltenham, MD. This is the weekend of our
annual Camp Out and we have many activities
planned. Don’t forget that your Squadron
Consolidated Reports are still required to be
submitted. We use these reports for awards and
to show the good works and volunteer hours
that our squadrons perform. In the packets, each
squadron received 10 project raffle tickets. This
raffle will be drawn at the convention, so please
help the project with a purchase of tickets.

I finish this article with my sincerest wishes
for all to come out of this pandemic, and we will,
healthy and ready to get back to work for our
Veterans and Children and Youth.

God bless you all.
Yours in Service,

Bob Manzo
Detachment Commander

Department Sgt-at-Arms

By Steven Blank

would like to say I enjoyed traveling

around the state of Maryland to the D.E.C.
meetings, and other functions of Dept. of Md.
I have met quite a few Legionnaires over the
year; it has been very enjoyable to speak and
say hi! to the men and women of the great
Department of Maryland, the individuals
that take time out of their daily schedule, to
attend the County, District and Department
meetings and functions of The American
Legion. The amount of volunteerism that is put
in throughout the year, that is what makes The
American Legion great, from the Legionnaires
that do so.

Just remember this all starts at your

post level, being an active
member of the Legion, SAL
and Auxiliary, helping one
another. The last part of
this Legion year has been
trying, to say the least,
missing the functions of
the last part of the Legion
year, please stay safe.

For god and country,

Dept. Sergeant at Arms
Steven Blank
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Eight & Forty

LA BOUTIQUE DES HUIT CHAPEAUX ET QUARANTE
FEMMES DEPARTEMENTAL DE MARYLAND SALON 39

B on Jour, Partners: How are you faring
in these difficult times of COVID-19?
It is a challenging time for all of us. We
must follow the guidelines for guarding our
health and the health of others. My fervent
wish is that we all survive and march
into the future with renewed vigor and
determination to play our part in helping
our special children breathe. We are needed
now more than ever.

We are actively seeking new Partners
in Maryland to join us in this great effort.
At one time, we had nearly three hundred
Partners and nine active Salons. Now, there
are no more Salons, just the Departmental.
What happened? The need has not changed.
It is still a very honorable action to work
on behalf of children. If not us, then who
can our young sufferers depend on to rise
up in their fight for life?

As the shelter-in-place has limited
our activities, we are not meeting for

our Pouvoirs and there
will not be a La Marche
later in the year. All
of our officers will
remain in place through |
the administrative year
2020-2021. Our theme
will remain, “Loving
Hearts Reaching Out to Help Our Children.”
National Chapeau Diane Spencer has asked
that we all sign up a new Partner to assist
us in reaching out to those children who so
badly need our support.

Stay safe, shelter in place, wear gloves
and face masks when outdoors or in public
and sanitize, sanitize, sanitize. Until next
edition, I remain, Yours in Service, Fun
and Fellowship.

Ivy Christoffers, CNP CDP
La Avocate, Departemental
ivywc1935@gmail.com

Baseball

elcome to the non 2020 season. It

was with my deepest regret that
our Maryland 2020 season was canceled.
After the National organization canceled
all of their Regional tournaments, The
World Series and the use of their name, we
in Maryland along with 25 other states (as
of now) had decided not to play American
Legion baseball this season. For the safety
of our players, coaches, parents and fans,
this was the best thing for all.
Refunds of registration fees and insurance
will be in the form of a credit to the credit
cards that were used when signing up. Due

to the amount of teams 3
that were registered, it

may take time for this )

to happen, so please be "’£
patient. As soon as this&y "Ey
Covid 19 is over and we
are back to a somewhat normal routine, we
will post our meeting dates and location.
Until we meet again in the fall, please be
safe. We wish to express regrets to the

family of past chairman of baseball Bob
Ray upon his passing.

)
o /
oyt

Mike Riston,
Chairman

Baseball Equipment:

any years ago Dewey Lowman Post

#109 sponsored a Baseball Team. But
though the years have passed and the coach
retired. As in the case of many American
Legion Posts in the state, no one stepped
up to the plate and took over the team. So
with that being said, we have some baseball
equipment that we would like to donate to
one or more of the Posts that does have
a team. We have bases, balls, uniforms,

gloves, tee shirts, etc. If any of you coaches
out there are interested in obtaining any of
our equipment, please let me know. We can
arrange for you to come to the Post and look
over this equipment. I can be reached at
(410) 418-5597 or yncdd840@gmail.com.

Thanks for your interest.

Wild Bill Ganz

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It’s hard to believe the year
is drawing to a close. We
were all sad when the State
of Emergency and Stay at
Home Order had everything
cancelled and shut down.
However, I do believe we =
are all pulling through
and will return with great
enthusiasm for The American Legion Family.
It’s been a great year and many improvements
and opportunities have come out of it.

Pursuant to the DEC vote, the Department
Officers and Chairmen will remain the same
for 2020-2021 and we are looking forward to
an abbreviated Joint Convention, hopefully in
September. The American Legion Auxiliary
is confident that the Legion Family will again
work together as a team displaying unity,
dignity, and pride for our organizations. A
new theme will be forthcoming and possibly, a
new President’s Project and Children & Youth
Project. We will still be celebrating “A Century
of Service” throughout the Department of
Maryland and 100th Anniversary celebrations
will also be continuing.

American Legion
A ili

The 2019-2020 year was truly
awesome working with Commanders Phil and
Bob spreading Holiday Cheer Throughout the
Year! And, I am quite sure 2020-2021 will be
another great year for us all — new theme and
maybe new projects!

We are always grateful for the Legion
Family’s support to our Veterans and all
programs within the American Legion
Auxiliary. A personal thank you for supporting
my project -- The Johns Hopkins University
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) Clinic.
With your support, we will always keep the
momentum flowing for our Veterans and their
families in Service-Not-Self!

For God & Country,

Linda L. Green

The American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Maryland President
202-230-2431 - Cell

E-Mail: cjslig@aol.com

Special Olympics of Maryland

Since the 5th D.E.C. meeting has been
cancelled, this is the report that I would have
given at that meeting. I know you would rather
see my smiling face at the podium delivering
this epistle, but as the man once said, “Itis, what
itis.” This has truly been a trying time for all of
us, our families and our country. Many of the
scheduled Special Olympics events have been
cancelled and hopefully will be rescheduled as
time permits. These Special Athletes train so
hard during the year to compete in these events
and then poof, everything stops. I can’t begin
to feel the frustration they are going through.

The Deep Creek Dunk was held the day
before the Winter Games started. And once
again, Charee Reckner (208) volunteered at the
check-in station and also collected donations for
the Special Athletes of Garrett County.

The Winter Games were held in February
at Whitetail Ski Resort in Mercersburg, PA.
Luckily, we had some snow to ski and snowshoe
on. The weather was very mild and sunny.
These athletes couldn’t wait to get out on the
slopes and show their stuff. This year, I was
a timer on the Downhill Slalom Course. Rick
Fuss (96) was a designated downhill timer and
coach. One by one, they went down the course
and as the day moved on, they got better and
better.

The Opening Ceremonies were held on
Sunday night. In my 56 years of skiing, this

indeed was the highlight of my career. I, along
with my good buddy Eddie Souder (SONS-Post
#60) and many of our Law Enforcement friends,
were asked to ski the Parade of Lights. All the
lights were turned out, except for our torches
as we skied down the main slope with the
American, State and Olympic Flags and the
Olympic Torch. As we skied through the throng
of cheering and screaming people at the bottom,
I felt a little moisture in my eyes and thought,
“This Is What It’s All About.” Detachment 1st
Vice,Mark Fayer had the honor of assisting one
of the athletes in the lighting of the Olympic
Cauldron to “Let the Games Begin.”

I also attended the Law Enforcement Torch
Run kick-off breakfast in Clarksville, MD
with my good friend Master Trooper Dave
Greenwood. There were representatives from
every county in the state in attendance. These
Torch Runs are held throughout the year all
over the state. The donations received from the
T-Shirt sales help to defray the costs of training
these Special Athletes.

So, there you have it my fellow Legionnaires.
Hopefully, we have reached the plateau and will
be getting back to some semblance of normality
in the not too distant future.

Wild Bill Ganz, Chairman
Special Olympics Committee
(Spec.OlymComm. FSW Summer 2020)
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reetings Legionnaires, Our office is

wrapping the busiest months of the year;
we are proud to report another successful
period of hearings for our Veterans with both
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals (BVA) and
the Baltimore Regional Office. The support
from the judges and the staff at the regional
office has been outstanding, they are all about
granting the maximum benefits allowed under
the Code of Federal Regulations.

Updates for the Veterans Benefits
Administration (VBA)

Discontinuation of RAMP - VBA accepted
initial opt-in forms postmarked through
February 15, 2019; initial RAMP opt-in
forms are no longer accepted. Veterans who
submitted an initial opt-in form postmarked
by February 15, 2019 that was improperly
completed were given an additional 60
days to provide a properly-completed form.
Veterans who have opted in to RAMP and
received a RAMP decision are already in the
modernized system. If a Veteran received a
RAMP decision and wants to pursue a new
lane, these are the options:

* Within one year of the most recent RAMP
decision notice, file:

e VA Form 20-0995, Decision Review
Request: Supplemental Claim

e VA Form 20-0996, Decision Review
Request: Higher-Level Review

* VA Form 10182, Decision Review Request:
Board Appeal (Notice of Disagreement)

Available options after one year:

* To reopen a claim of service connection,
file VA Form 20-0995, Decision Review
Request: Supplemental Claim with new and
material evidence

* To request an increased rating, file VA
Form 21-526EZ, Application for Disability
Compensation

* To file a new claim that has not previously
been filed (or is not substantially similar
to a previously-filed claim), file VA Form
21-526EZ, Application for Disability
Compensation

eUpdates for the Veterans Health
Administration (VHA)

VA MISSION Act of 2018
Dr. Richard Stone serves as the Executive

Department Service Officer

Adrian G. Gamboa

in Charge, Veterans
Health Administration
(VHA), with the authority
to perform the functions
and duties of the Under
Secretary for Health. As
the Executive in Charge,
Dr. Stone directs a health
care system with an annual
budget of approximately
$68 billion. Dr. Stone’s vision is to transform
VHA into an Integrated High Reliability
Organization using 10 Lanes of Effort. The VA
MISSION Act is one of the ten lanes that will
enable Dr. Stone’s vision to become a unifying
factor for all employees and all initiatives.
The MISSION Act addresses in-network and
non-VA health care issues, Veterans’ homes,
access to walk-in VA care, prescription drug
procedures, and more.

The VA MISSION Act of 2018 empowers
employees and strengthens VA’s care
nationwide. It improves ways to hire staff
and keep staff onboard; creates “Anywhere
to Anywhere” telehealth linking Veterans with
their care teams across state lines; allows VA
to lead with cutting-edge technology; and
enhances VA as a leader for U.S. health care.

The Community Care Decision Support
Tool (DST) will make it easier for staff to
determine patient eligibility for community
care and help VA providers to decide in
real-time whether to refer a Veteran to VA care
or community care.

The VA MISSION Act of 2018 empowers
Veterans and enhances care options. The VA
will continue to be a trusted, caring partner;
meet you where you are, with the right care
at the right place and the right time; provide
telehealth in your home, in a VA facility, or
in the community; and focus on providing an
excellent experience for you and the important
people in your life.

Please send any questions to serviceofficer@
mdlegion.org. Our office number is (410)
230-4420.....Thank you.

Adrian G. Gamboa
Department Service

GIVE

If you haven’t given since the last Warrior,
It is time to schedule an appointment.
Please give if you are able.

THANKYOU!

Reminder:To continue to receive the Warrior
Please make sure your dues are paid
by the end of the year.
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The right design by E.J.
Behar was awarded first prize
in competition for a Fourth of
July cover open to members
of the Society of Illustrators
for Disabled Veterans and
appeared on the June 30,
1922 edition. Happy Flag
Day and Independence Day
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